
Understanding		
the	Geography	of	Health:	
The	Role	of	GIScience	

Abstract: 

Theories and methods of geography can facilitate our understanding of a variety 
of public health and environmental problems. As a sub‐discipline of geography, 
Geographic InformaƟon Science (GIScience) is playing an increasingly important 
role in studying public health topics. This talk will illustrate how GIScience can be 
applied in medical and health research. Specifically, it will use several case studies, 
including health dispariƟes, access to healthcare, aging, and environmental and 
social exposures, to show the importance of GIScience theories and techniques in 
responding to emerging challenges in public health. It will also show the value of 
big geospaƟal data in addressing public health problems. 
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